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The Library Assistant 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


ITH this issue, Recommended books appears in a new 
style. By dispensing with the name of the issuing 


library on the cover of the pamphlet, we have been 
enabled to cheapen the cost of production, and also to 
supply less than 1,000 copies at a more reasonable price 
than hitherto. The new prices are as follows: 

1,000 copies, 18s.; 500 copies, 12s. 6d.; 250 copies, 73, 
Other quantities by arrangement. 

We would point out that these prices are very much 
below those for which an individual library could produce a 
comparable publication, and it is only by the production of 
large quantities that they are possible. By further support 
from libraries, the production costs can be still further 
lowered, and the publication enlarged and improved to a 
point where it will satisfy any possible desiderata for a public 
library bulletin. It should be emphasized that Recommended 
books is not an individual publication. Its books are chosen 
by a qualified committee, which has the advice of specialists; 
its reviews are written by some of the best-known librarians 
in the country, and suggestions for improvement from 
subscribing libraries are welcomed. 

Under our new printing arrangements, we are likely to 
have a small surplus of copies left for this issue and the next. 
To any library considering experimenting with Recommended 
books, we are prepared to dispatch a sample quantity of 100 
copies on the receipt of 6d. to cover postage in order that they 
may test its popularity with their readers. Enquiries should 
be sent to the Hon. Editor, THe Liprary AssisTANT. The 
surplus is limited, and the offer will in any case only be made 
for this issue and June. 

R. D. H. S., W. B. S., F. M. G. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


HE next meeting of the Association will be held on 8th May, at Hayes, 
ie There will be a conducted tour of the Gramophone Com- 

pany’s Works, commencing at 2.45 p.m. sharp. At 6.30 there will be a 
meeting at the Hayes Branch of the Middlesex County Libraries. Mr. R. 
Collison (Exeter) will read a paper, “ County libraries in 1950.” This was the 
paper selected in a competition held recently. Captain R. Wright, F.L.A., 
Chief Librarian of Middlesex, will be in the chair. All members intending to 
be present will please send in their names to Mr. W. C. Pugsley, Branch Library, 
Chadwell Heath, by 6th May. The best route to the meeting is by G.W.R. 


suburban line to Hayes. 
— 


Members are asked to note that a very good programme is being arranged 
for the meeting of the Association at Sheffield in June. Visits to branches at 
Firth Park and Woodhouse, in addition to an inspection of the City’s Binding 
and Printing Works, are included, and of course there will be an opportunity of 
inspecting the great new Central Library which was opened last year. Mr. 
J. P. Lamb, Chief Librarian of Sheffield, is addressing the business meeting. 
Special cheap day tickets will be issued from London. The date of the meeting 
and further details will be announced in our next issue. 

— 

The debate at Chaucer House, on roth April, between Mr. B. Bennett and 
Mr. S. W. Anderson on the proposition “ That public libraries have suffered 
from the intervention of charitable bodies and outside institutions,” was dis- 
appointing both in attendance and discussion aroused. The two speakers 
raised a number of interesting points, and set the stage for a most interesting 
discussion, while the chairman abused his position by trailing his coat to an 
alarming extent, but to no avail. The proposition was not carried, but no one 
present appeared to have much feeling on the matter. 

The attendances at meetings at Chaucer House, not only of this 
Association, but of the London and Home Counties Branch of the Library 
Association, are becoming a matter of some concern. When, for the first 
time in its history, the Association has a comfortable and accessible lecture- 
room at its disposal, it seems strange that less and less people should use it. 
The attendance at a recent meeting of the London and Home Counties Branch 
was 18, The attendance at the last meeting of the A.A.L. was 22. Such figures 
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are not only a reflection on the interest of London librarians and assistants in 
their profession, but an insult to speakers. 
me 


Students will be interested to learn that a new edition of Sayers’ Library 
committee, an A.A.L. pamphlet for some time out of print, is now ready. It 
may be obtained from Mr. S. W. Martin, Carnegie Library, Herne Hill Road, 
S.E.24, price 7d., post free. 


FRANCIS J. THACKER SCHOLARSHIP 
Conditions of Award 


I, A Scholarship of the value of {15 will be awarded annually, provided funds 

are available, for the most meritorious thesis submitted. 

Il. The thesis must not exceed 5,000 words in length. 

Il. The Branch Committee will set a subject each time in Bibliography (other 
than lists of books), or in Library Administration, Policy, or History. 

IV. The Branch Committee shall appoint an Adjudicator who shall not be a 
member of the Branch, and his decision shall be final. 

V. In making the award the Adjudicator will take into consideration origin- 
ality of treatment of the subject, and the English in which the thesis is 


written. 
VI. A competitor for the Scholarship must be a member of the Library 


Association (Birmingham and District Branch), employed in Library 
work, and not more than thirty-five years of age on the 31st December 
in the year for which the thesis is submitted. 

Vil. An entrance fee of 2s. 6d. must be paid by each competitor. Intending 
competitors must notify the Hon. Secretary not later than 3oth June. 

Vill. The successful competitor will be required to undertake to use the 
Scholarship award to meet the cost of attending a Library Summer 
School, or to travel for the purpose of studying library work and condi- 
tions, or for such other educational purposes as may be approved by the 
Branch Committee. 

IX. The Branch Committee will have the right to withhold the award in any 
year in which, in their opinion, the small number of entries, or the 
quality of the work submitted, justifies such a course. 

X. No candidate shall be awarded the Scholarship more than once. 
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XI, Each thesis should be signed with a pseudonym, and should be accom- 


panied by an envelope enclosing the competitor’s name, address, and 
age, with a signed statement that the thesis is his, or her, unaided 
work. This envelope should be sealed, and should bear on the outside 
only the pseudonym used by the competitor. 

» XII. Theses submitted for the Scholarship award must reach the Honorary 
3 Secretary not later than 31st December of each year. The envelopes 
should be marked “ Scholarship.” 

XI. The result of the competition will be announced not later than the end of 

February. 
Subject for 1935: “A critical discussion of the Syllabus of Professional 


) Examinations as set out in the Library Association year-book, 1935.” 
4 ~ 


) Football Results.—30th December: West Ham 4, Woolwich o. 6th January: 
) Woolwich 0, Bermondsey 2. 13th January: Hammersmith +, Poplar1. 20th 
} January: Woolwich 3, Hammersmith +. 2nd February: Woolwich u, St. 

) Pancras 2. 9th February: St. Pancras 1, Bermondsey 10. 


“hie” 


JTHE FORMULATION OF A 
NSCHEDULE IN THE EXAMINATION 
7ROOM 


W. H. PHILLIPS 
1) YHAVE been asked to expand the note in my recent article, “ Think for your- 

[ar with regard to the formulation of a schedule in the examination room. 
is type of question is very popular, and in all probability will find a place 
: in many future papers. The only advice in the text-books on the formulation 
‘ of a classification is on p. 266 of the “Introduction,” where Mr. Sayers states 
that, if asked to prepare a classification scheme, candidates must formulate a 
») schedule which has “Main classes, generalia, subject and local divisions; it must 
{ have an orthodox notation; it must possess an index; it should be set out in 
|} summary at the beginning, and it should be prefaced by an introduction ex- 
) plaining the scheme and how to use it.” This implies too much detail—the 
) candidate knows he has only roughly half an hour in which to answer each 
question. The candidate must realize that the question is a test of method 
Mrather than knowledge—this cannot be too greatly emphasized. The 
|) examiner cannot demand a detailed schedule ; he cannot expect a schedule that 
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reflects a specialist’s knowledge of the subject; he requires proof only that 
candidates understand the mechanism of classification. The following is a 
rough indication of a method that could be adopted in the examination room. 
After having assimilated the question and determined exactly what is required, 
the candidate should jot down on a piece of scrap-paper all the subdivisions that 
occur most readily. These will necessarily be a hotch-potch of topics variously 
interrelated and of varying degrees of importance. The vital thing to remem- 
ber is not to get flustered because so little is known of the topic; the same 
applies to most candidates, and in any case, as has been pointed out, the test is 
not of general (or recondite) knowledge, but of method. 

Let us suppose the question asked for a schedule for “ Road vehicles.” Such 
topics as: “Tramcars, bicycles, drays, two-seaters, wheelbarrows, motor-cycles, 
traction engines, omnibuses, taxicabs, etc.,” will probably be immediately 
noted. A few minutes’ work should give a much more comprehensive list, and 
ways and means of subdividing the main topics, by grouping these miscellaneous 
items, will suggest themselves. Thus, for example, one or other of the follow- 
ing criteria will probably occur to the candidate: number of wheels; rail or free 
moving ; public or private; mechanically propelled or muscle propelled, and so 
on. The candidate should try out tentatively every such suggestion as a prim- 
ary basis of subdivision, i.e. to form the main classes. It is obvious that all of 
these considerations (and others also) will prove useful, if not indispensable, at 
some stage of subdivision or as general considerations. The only matter out- 
standing is the determination of relative importance ; this is left for individual 
judgment. The classes should be drawn up and subdivided, the hierarchy being 
indicated by indention when setting out the table. A division for “ others” or 
“ other considerations ” at the end of each stage of subdivision should not be for- 
gotten. The notation, if not otherwise predetermined, may be left to the 
inspiration of the finished table; a simple decimal or an alphabetical scheme is 


always “safe.” One of the many possible schemes for dealing with Road 
Vehicles is: 


Roap VEHICLES 


General Considerations. 
Non-power-driven Vehicles. 
Power-driven Vehicles, self-contained. 

. Power-driven Vehicles, power supplied. 


. Other types. 


com p> 
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These could be easily subdivided, to result in the following: 


A, General Considerations 


. Private. 
. Public. 
. Other. 


E. Non-power-driven Vehicles 


. Human Propelled: 
Barrows. 
Bicycles. 
Other. 
. Horse- (etc.) driven vehicles. 
Gigs. 
Carriages, cabs, etc. 
Other (coaches, horse-buses, etc.). 
. Wind and other non-mechanical means of propulsion. 


I. Power-driven Vehicles, Self-contained 


. Internal-combustion engines: 
Motor-cycles, etc. 
Motor-cars. 

Other. 
. Steam-engines: 
Steam cars. 
Steam traction-engines. 
Other. 

. Electric engines: 
Electric cars. 

Other. 


O. Power-driven Vehicles, Power Supplied 


. Tramcars. 
2. Trolley cars. 
. Other. 
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U. Other Types of Vehicles 


1. Non-wheel vehicles. 
9. Other. 


Further subdivisions could of course be added, and although detailed sub- 
division is not required, the more full the subdivision, the better. A note 
could be added that the scheme would be equipped with an index in a single 
alphabet of topics, e.g. Tramcars o1, with one or two examples. 

A more common, and incidentally a more easily answered, type of question 
requires an expansion of one of Dewey’s heads. Here the examiners require a 
schedule to prove that candidates are familiar with the mechanisms and devices 
of the Dewey scheme, the recognition of Form Divisions and Geographical 
Divisions, and the correct expansion of the notation. We could imagine 
“ Road Vehicles ” to be one of Dewey’s heads, thus (the number allocated, viz, 
123, is of course purely imaginary in this connexion) : 


123. Road Vehicles 
-o1—-og. Form Divisions. Outline these, noting -1093—-1099 by countries (if 
necessary). 
+1, General Considerations: 
“IT. Private. 
+12, Public. 
‘19. Other. 
-2. Non-power: 
-21. Human propelled, etc. 
Power-driven vehicles, self-contained. 


be 


. Power-driven vehicles, power-supplied. 
‘9. Other. 
(With subdivisions as above.) 


A note should be added stating that the Index to the Decimal Classification 
would be amended. To my mind the main section of this answer should be 
few lines at end of schedule explaining how the candidate would set about 
making the expansion in actual practice. After all, no classifier or librarian in 
his right senses would formulate a classification or expansion haphazardly. He 
would ascertain from his stock, not only the scope of the subject (for the appro- 
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priate heads), but also the needs of his stock—a few books on the shelves would 
not warrant a detailed scheme—in fact, it would be a nuisance. Thus, a diffi- 
cult question resolves itself into an avenue for easy marks, if the candidate 
knows his Dewey, i.e. if he is familiar with the principles underlying the 
scheme. 

In a fairly recent examination paper the following question was set: “ Pre- 
pare a scheme for the classification of books, papers, notes, etc., relating to the 
study of classification. Use a pure notation. Classify each of the questions in 
this examination paper according to the scheme.” At first sight the primary 
arrangement of such a scheme may seem difficult to outline, but if the candidate 
takes the arrangement of the subject-matter in the “Introduction” or 
“Manual” as a basis, it becomes straightforward. The actual questions set in 
that paper also serve as a guide to the method of subdivision. 


“ie” 


VALUATIONS 
T. E. CALLANDER 


NE of the consequences of the victory of open-access has been the 
gradual disappearance of the printed catalogue. This is natural and to 
. be expected, since the printed catalogue issued by an indicator library 
» was no act of grace on the part of an enthusiastic librarian, but a necessary piece 
' oflending library furniture. Its disadvantages have figured in so many examina- 
| tion answers that they need no enumeration here. It is sufficient to say that the 
) passing of those grimy and greasy pages is, in few libraries of to-day, a cause for 
» regret. Thus, so far, any aspirant for L.A. laurels. To a library world so 
| converted to the belief that a card catalogue, whose flexible immobility is com- 


: pensated by a rather scrappy quarterly pamphlet, outshines the printed variety, 


| there comes a perennial challenge. This is the Bethnal Green Annual catalogue, 
' in this instance Books of 193+. Confronted with this catalogue, the glibbest 
) champion of cards and quarterlies falters, The appearance of the latest issue 
; suggests many points for discussion, apart from specific criticism of its features. 
: Books of 1934 is an octavo pamphlet of 55 pages, containing a selection from 
© some 2,000 books added to the Bethnal Green Public library during last year. 
r contains, following an explanatory preface, a select list of recommended 
) books, an annotated list of non-fiction, and an author-title list of novels, The 
)) type used is a jobbing fount which I cannot identify, but which is only remark- 
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able for a peculiar and irritating spottiness in the upper case, an eye-pricking 
effect caused by exaggerated serifs. A defect such as this is a pity. It could 
have been avoided, even though the job had to be done locally, by insisting ona 
first-class type and paying the slight extra cost of having the text set up by a firm 
of typesetters. The cover bears a striking design in blue and yellow, conceived 
by Mr. Stanley Snaith. 1 have been trying for a week to remember the design 
which inspired him here, but it eludes me (Southern Railway, Mr. Snaith ?). 

The book selection at Bethnal Green, as evidenced by its catalogue, is first- 
rate. Not that this is a cause for congratulation. Good book selection seems 
to me ultimately to depend on three things—a librarian interested in books, a 
bookseller who knows what is meant by “ library supply,” and enough money to 
spend on books, Bethnal Green has all three. And so it should have. 
Every library should have them, and they no longer should count to it for merit 
any more than does the fact that it has a front door and the usual offices. In 
selecting from its 2,000 additions the books that figure in the catalogue, Bethnal 
Green has omitted technical books, and has listed only books of general interest, 
A wise decision, for to broadcast to all and sundry readers information about 
highly specialized books has always seemed to me only to ensure that most of 
one’s bread will just get wet. The non-fiction is profusely annotated, and the 
librarian’s preface gives generous credit to Mr. Snaith for his notes. 

I have mentioned Mr. Snaith several times in these pages as one who is 
probably the most able exponent of the descriptive and evaluative catalogue 
note in England to-day. His notes in the 1934 Catalogue are probably his best so 
far. To call them notes is an understatement. Really they are miniature 
essays, some of them 200 words or more, depending for their effect on a whet- 
ting of the appetite and a heightening of curiosity on the part of the reader, 
rather than upon the information given about either the author or the book. 
They are highly individual, and have no taint of that denaturing, that intellectual 
emasculation, in which some librarians take a masochistic pride. (Why 
should it have become usual for us to pretend that we have no opinions or 
enthusiasms, no likes and dislikes, no spites and prejudices? Is it a pose of 
high indifference, an attempt to rise above the herd, or are we just a parcel of 
bureaucrats, masquerading as bookmen because we handle books ?) 

I have only one quarrel with Mr. Snaith. He is a lazy annotator. He is 
like those cataloguers who pick out all the easy books, the novels, the books 
needing only one subject entry, and so on, leaving to another day, long deferred, 
a residue of serial publications, academic preses (said for effect, I’ve never 
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seen one), and books which need twenty analytics. In other words, when Mr. 
Snaith has read and enjoyed a book, he writes a good note. But when he comes 
to a book which, though it needs a note, does not appeal to him, he leaves it 
alone. The result is that a good many books are listed without any indication of 
their scope. Thus, Drennan’s and Palme Dutt’s books on Fascism are included 
without any suggestion that one is a sycophantic puff and the other a bitter and 
penetrating criticism. Cripps and Cole must speak for themselves, though 
Gerald Bullett gets generous treatment for The Bubble. Sullivan’s Contemporary 
mind and Spender’s Short history of our times have no note, while Patrick Monk- 
house’s On foot in North Wales gets nearly a quarter of a page. In congratulating 
Bethnal Green and Mr. Snaith, may I suggest that, during 1935, he extends his 
technique to cover the uninspiring books ? 


ae” 


1 AN ASSISTANT’S DIARY 


““SCRIPTOR ”’ 


19th March.—Reading in this month’s number of Wilson bulletin an article en- 


titled “ Saving the profession,” being an exposition of the real qualities and 


| worth of the average librarian in America. Some excellent stuff here for all of 


| usto ponder over. Author gives us a glimpse of the librarian carrying “ her ” 


profession into social life, so that “ those who do things will naturally call upon 
the well-informed librarian to do some research work for them.” “This 


publicity,” he goes on to say, “ will finally drift into the right channel, and the 


taxpayer will demand that public libraries be maintained. They will also 
demand that salaries be maintained so as to provide a certain standard of living.” 


| Which all sounds rather too good to be true. But not impossible, surely. 


Why not take this hint from across the “ duck-pond ” by one presumably out- 


} side the profession? We cry fora better status, etc. Well, here is something 
| each of us can do to help realize it—to make himself, or herself, such a librarian 


that all the people we meet may learn what our public libraries are worth. 


| 22nd March.—Chief remarking this morning about the new Leytonstone Branch 


Library, pictured and described in this month’s L.A.R. How these new and 
luxurious libraries, with all the latest devices for making the assistant’s work a 
pleasure, make us poor unfortunates dissatisfied! Here we are, in buildings 


| thirty or forty years old, working under practically the same routine conditions 
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as a quarter of a century ago, and expectéd to give as good work, and achieve as 
good results, as in these modern buildings. If only every member of our Com. 
mittees could, or would, inspect these places and hear what those enlightened 
librarians have to say about them! 

26th March.—New junior arrived yesterday, and gives promise of bearing out to 
some extent what I wrote here last month in this connexion. However, | 
believe she will respond to equal dealing, dealt with a proper ruthlessness! 
Someone is sure to give way to chivalry in some point, then we must beware of 
the wedge being driven in gradually but firmly. I’ve seen it happen! 

ist April.—Suggested to me at lunch to-day by a member of Town Clerk’s de- 
partment that the libraries should arrange a public lecture, for the Local Govem- 
ment celebrations, on the history, etc., of the borough. Seems to me not only 
an excellent idea for the celebrations, but also an excellent chance of publicity 
for the library. Nearly every library has records of local history, and many have 
already a set of lantern-slides. If not, then here is the chance to get one 
together. It is always useful. Here is an excellent opportunity for us. 

1oth April.—Serving in Juvenile Library this evening, noticed how many children 
brought in books and asked to take their tickets away. This happens every 
spring, due to lighter evenings and better weather, many children reading 
nothing at all during summer months. Wondered whether this is general to 
such a degree, or more marked in libraries serving poorer districts. _ If this is 
the case, we ought to make special efforts to retain such children during the 
summer, perhaps by allowing them a longer period of reading (though many 
libraries, I believe, always give their children much rope in this respect), and 
by other methods within the library. Would like to hear of any special spring 
attractions in Juvenile libraries. If none, why not? 

15th April.—Letter sent on by Mr. Editor this morning, from an assistant in a 
library in the Outer London area, concerning what I wrote here about the 
necessity of having someone always available for personal work with borrowers. 
It seems that his library is even worse staffed than ours, due again to having as 
chief one of the old, pre-war type, who still thinks in terms of the needs of 
those days. Reading in the daily press the other day how many firms and 
organizations are appointing Public Relations officers, and thought to myself 
that our profession particularly must not be behind the times in this respect. 
We might with advantage study the subject of public relations a little more 
scientifically. Personal contact is the keynote of business and industry to-day, 
and the librarian who wants to show good results must bear this in mind, and 


120 








Wi 


The Library Assistant 


get it into his staff. Successful personal work can spread like a prairie fire, and 
is more satisfactory than such methods as house-to-house circularizing. Every 
assistant can help his library by remembering this in his dealings with borrowers. 
16th April.—Chief talking to-day again about declining issues, and asked me, 
more in a joking manner, if I could suggest anything to improve matters. Be- 
lieve, myself, in no joking manner, that nothing short of an advertising cam- 
paign on national lines can have much lasting value. We ought to set out to 
make the nation “ library-conscious,” to use a phrase I dislike. If the Govern- 
ment itself can do colossal poster advertising, the old argument about “ infra 
dig.” must go by the board. I believe there are one or two libraries that have 
used posters in limited ways, but nothing surely like hoarding-advertising. 

ust April.—Reading Mr. Savage’s article in L.A.R. concerning music libraries, 
came across a paragraph which takes up the tale of what I read in last month’s 
Wilson bulletin. He says that “ we may be able to let our music librarian attend 
the chief musical society, where, if he mixes well . . . he will recommend 
himself and his library.” Well, all you chiefs who read this, what about it? 
Why restrict this idea to music librarians? What about your own social func- 
tions? And you juniors, too? Why not tell your dancing partners about the 
library you serve, instead of all the other nonsense you whisper ? 

23rd April.—Amusing incident occurred to-night of lady waxing indignant at 
being relieved of her shopping bag. Have often heard it said, in places where 
this practice does not prevail, that there would be too much opposition if it 
were started. In library where I worked before coming here, this did happen, 
and the practice was soon dropped. But this is the first real protest I have 
| heard in all the five years I have been here. I suppose where it has long been 
| the custom, nobody minds, though they all seem glad to be relieved of impedi- 
menta when choosing their books, and thank you for doing so. 
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COUNTERBLAST AGAINST 
COUNTY LIBRARIES 


W. C. PUGSLEY 


T was indeed stimulating to read Mr. Osborne’s letter in last month’s issue 

of Tue Lisrary AssisTANT, especially as he informs us that certain County 

schemes are receiving Book funds proportionately as large as those of urban 
libraries and in many instances larger. To these amounts must be added the 
Carnegie grants which urban systems with more than 70,000 population 
are denied without any regard to rateable value. These facts led me to compare 
statistics of several libraries in the South-eastern counties, and I thought the 
following were illuminating: 


Approx. Population Approx. Book fund 
served £ 
Kent . ‘ ‘ ‘ . 625,000 10,000 
Croydon. ‘ , . . 240,000 3,000 
Middlesex . ‘ 5; ‘ . 384,000 9,500 (incl. binding) 
Hendon . P ; , . 130,000 1,600 
Essex ‘ ‘ : ‘ . 560,000 8,000 
Dagenham : ; , . 100,000 1,800 
East Ham . . r . 141,000 2,200 
Surrey : i ‘ ‘ . 667,000 5,200 


Mr. Osborne refers to the greater age of urban libraries. Among those 
mentioned above, two—Dagenham and Hendon—were commenced in 1929, 
ten years after the 1919 Act, which gave the counties library powers. During 
the first period of operation of the South-eastern Regional Bureau, Dagenham 
lent more volumes than any authority except Croydon, and in the last quarter 
of 193+, Hendon was among the lenders of the largest number of volumes. 
Progress in the Regional Catalogue has evened out the number of volumes lent 
by urban authorities, whilst little difference is yet to be seen in the loans made 
by the counties. During the period to which reference is made, ten county 
libraries together borrowed 1,620 volumes and lent 274 volumes. _ Fifty-one 
urban authorities borrowed 1,370 volumes and lent 1,113 volumes. 

The list of books lent by Derby County libraries to the East Midlands 
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Regional Bureau shows that Mr. Osborne’s book selection policy is somewhat 
wider than that advocated by Miss Stone in her “ Apology” (printed in the 
| same number of THe Liprary AssisTANT). It would appear that the principal 
| cause of criticism levelled at the counties can be traced to their book-buying 
) policy. I append a list of a dozen books lent by Dagenham libraries to various 
South-eastern Counties. I leave the reader to form his or her own conclusions 
| on the nature and scope of these books. They are not works whose posses- 
sion is the result of years and years of careful book purchase, but important 
modern works: 


Knowles, Economic development in the 19th century. 


Fay, Great Britain from Adam Smith to the present day. 


Cook, Playway. 

Graves, But it still goes on. 

Fletcher, History of architecture. 

Dickinson, International anarchy. 

Boddington, Statistics. 

Hammond, The Chartists. 

Raleigh, Letters. 

Holmes, Notes on the science of picture-making. 

Grant and Temperley, History of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Keynes, Treatise on money. 


It might be mentioned that, if an urban library of 100,000 population can 
afford four copies of Fletcher’s Architecture, it is certainly within the scope of a 
county of over 500,000 population to purchase one copy from a book fund five 
times as large! It is not so much the quantity of borrowings that matters; it 
is the type of work borrowed. The above works cannot be isolated examples. 
I feel other urban libraries have found similar requests. Many requests have 
been made to various urban systems for the Loeb classics. Can we assume that 
there is not one set of a good edition of the classics in the stock of certain 
county libraries? Oh, that Mr. Osborne would give his fellows a lesson in 
book selection! One might almost suggest that county librarians treat all 
their borrowers as farm labourers and the village worthies who frequent local 
inns. Do they forget the dormitory areas and small towns that have found 
their way into county services? With such an outlook, it is small wonder that 
Miss Stone can say that two requests for a book are not enough to make its 
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purchase necessary (she presumes it would be highly technical)! Does this 
same procedure operate with a Wallace or a Dell? If we all took this attitude, 
of what use would the Regional Bureau be? One request was sufficient for 
Dagenham to procure Vol. I of the new edition of Herbert and Procter’s 
Telephony. Immediately, a county requisitioned it, was lent it, and then 
wanted to renew it! No one would mind lending Blavatsky’s Secret doctrine, 
? We 
thoroughly realize that the counties serve larger populations and we do not 





or such special works, but in the case of a new technical work 


expect many loans from them. We hardly think it our duty, however, to 
provide them with books essential to any system worthy of the name of library, 

Mention has been made in this controversy of the fact that county libraries 
divide their readers into two groups—students and general readers. An 
exposition of the advantages of such a system would probably be of great value 
to many urban library assistants and even librarians. Do we understand that a 
certain number of select borrowers (} per cent. in Surrey) have advantages of a 
special collection and of the resources at the disposal of the Regional Bureau, 
and that these privileges are denied to the 99} per cent.? Or is it a case that 
the 99} per cent. read only ephemeral literature? Do any positive advantages 
accrue from having the library stock in two sequences, one part bound up with 
a little more red tape than the other; the latter often containing duplicates of 
some of the books in the special section? Everyone knows that urban libraries 
have two sections—lending and reference—but in the counties (except for 
quick reference at branches) this latter has no existence. It seems to me that 
the reader who is not a bona fide student is not to be encouraged to sip from “ the 
well of learning.” Nay, he is to be kept ignorant of it! Does a higher cultural 
standard in our readers lie this way ? 


ease” 


NEW MEMBERS 


ENTRAL.—Robert F, Ashby (Watford); J. C. Boyle (18 Camden St., 
fee, Arnold Diamond (Barking); Winifred M. Ghest (Notting- 
ham); Miss N. M. G. Haylings (Malvern). 

Midland.—Miss K. J. Crofts (Derbyshire County, Alfreton); Ruth E. 
Morgan (Leamington); A. D. Thomas (Selly Oak Branch, Birmingham) ; G. T. 
Cash, J. K. Mason (Birmingham); Miss V. M. Hounsfield (Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College); E. Austin Hinton (Coventry); P. Wilkins (Gloucestershire County, 
Y.M.C.A., Tewkesbury). 
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North- western.—Doreen Helm (Barrow-in-Furness); Doris M. Ince (Leigh) ; 
Miss E. Vallender (Research Library, Metropolitan-Vickers, Manchester, 17). 

South Wales.—Barbara Cliffe (Cardiff); Gomer Davies, Thomas I. Jones, 
E, R. Luke, Gwyneth Roberts, William Watkins, Ethel M. Williams, Gwyneth 
Williams (National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth); Doris E. Holloway (Whit- 
church). 

South- western.—M. R. J. Case, Aileen M. Hillman, David S. Hoard, Norah 
C. A. McMullen (Bournemouth); James J. Daly (Margate); Edith G. Hutt 
(‘ Carfax,” Comb Lane, Cosham); Miss N. L. Woodham (Winchester). 

Yorkshire. —H. L.Chambers (Castleford) ; Miss L. Town (W. Riding County). 

RESIGNATIONS.—Miss I. R. Buchan (W. Riding County); Miss J. Baker 
| (Worcester County). 


THE DIVISIONS 


EASTERN DIVISION 
Tr Annual Meeting of the Division was held at Ipswich on Thursday, 28th 


February, 1935. Mr. L. Chubb, F.L.A., was in the Chair. 
Before proceeding with the business of the meeting, the Chairman 
expressed the deep regret felt by all members regarding the death of Mr. G. A. 
/Stephen. The meeting remained standing for a few moments as a mark of 
} respect to his memory. 
| The heartiest congratulations were accorded from the Division to Mr. G. 
| Hayward, F.L.A., on his appointment as City Librarian of Norwich. 
| The reports of the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer were then presented 
}and adopted. 
| The ballot for the election of officers for the forthcoming year resulted as 
follows : 
| Chairman: Mr. L. Chubb (Ipswich). Hon. Secretary: Mr. F. Bale (Nor- 
pwich). Hon. Treasurer: Miss K. M. Sharkey (Lowestoft). Divisional Repre- 
\entative: Miss D. M. White (Ipswich). Committee: Miss M. Alexander 
(Norwich), Miss O. Eastoe and Mr. W. T. Golding (Yarmouth), Miss I. Gale 
pand Miss B. Grieve (Lowestoft), Miss J. Hill (Ipswich). 
| A llively debate on Regional Library Schemes then took place. The prota- 
i gonists were Mr. B. H. Smith (Ipswich) and Miss K. B. Brown (Norwich). A 
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large number of divergent points of view were expressed in the ensuing dis. 
cussion, the range of topics including the desirability of union catalogues and the 
question of a national library service. 

The meeting then adjourned for tea, after which the short space of time 
remaining was devoted to proceedings of a largely social nature. The pitce ¢ 
résistance was undoubtedly the mime play performed by the Ipswich staff, in 
which players and audience alike cast aside the mantle of professional dignity and 
enjoyed to the utmost the humorous extravagances of Mr. Chubb and his 
talented company. 


NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION 
(Liverpool and District Branch) 


The first professional meeting of the year was held on Friday, 8th March, a 
the Waterloo Public Library. Over 60 members were cordially welcomed by 
Councillor H. Y. Bramham, Chairman of the Council, and Councillor W. E. 
Kelly, Chairman of the Libraries Committee. 

Mr. E. B. Irving, Wallasey, was in the Chair, and the programme consisted 
of the reading of six short papers, with the general title of “ We commit to the 
flames,” which formed a vigorous bonfire of many features of modern library 
economy. Mr. K. Anderson, Liverpool, dealt with “ Text-book arbitration in 
classification”; Miss J. E. Glover, Waterloo, with “Belated discarding’, 
Mr. F. Higenbottam, Bootle, with “ Modern Book-selection Methods”; Mis 
B. P. Lawler, Liverpool, with “ Issue-Worship ”; Mr. R. A. H. Malone, Walle- 
sey, with “Newsrooms”; and Miss H. Skelland, Liverpool, with “Ston 
hours.” 

At the conclusion of a long and animated discussion, which threatened to 
last far into the night, but for the timely intervention of the Chairman, Mr. B. A. 
Hopson (Liverpool) expressed the visitors’ warm appreciation of the Chairman's 
hospitality and of Miss Fearnside’s kindness in arranging a meeting which was 
voted one of the most successful in the history of the Branch, 


SOUTH-WESTERN DIVISION 


The Annual Meeting of the above Division was held at Havant on Thursday, 
14th February. During the afternoon the members had the opportunity of 
visiting the glove works of Messrs. Stent & Co., where every process, from the 
receipt of the skins to the final packing of the finished gloves, was seen. After 
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being entertained to tea by the Portsmouth members, the business meeting was 
held, under the Chairmanship of Miss K. R. Bennett. The Annual Report 
revealed a satisfactory state of affairs, as in addition to increased membership, 
attendances had gone up by almost 40 per cent., and more meetings had been 
held than in any previous year. The financial position was reported as being 
sound, despite increased expenditure. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year. President : 
Mr. D. S. Young (Chief Librarian, Bournemouth). Chairman: Mr. G. E. 
White (Eastleigh). Secretary: Mr. L. Ives (Bournemouth). Treasurer : 
Mr. H. K. Bristow (Bournemouth). Auditors: Miss K. R. Bennett and 
Miss K. J. Pugh (Portsmouth). Committee: Miss F. V. Spiers, and Messrs. 
L. H. Beach, T. C. Boulter, J. Hoskens, H. Johnstone, H. Mourant, and 
J. G. H. Ollle. 

Before vacating the Chair, Miss Bennett presented the retiring President 
(Mr. James Hutt) with a volume of papers read during the year, and illustrated 
with pen-and-ink sketches of each library at which Mr. Hutt had served. In 
making the presentation Miss Bennett expressed the hope that the volume would 
serve as a reminder of the appreciation which all members of the Division felt 
towards Mr. Hutt for his interest in the work of the A.A.L. In replying the 
President thanked the Division, and read a message which he had sent to the 
North-western Division members on the occasion of their 21st Birthday 
meeting, On the proposition of Mr. L. A. Burgess, a sub-committee was 
appointed to explore the question of widening the activities of the Divisional 
Committee. Mr. J. G. H. Olle read the report of the Division’s delegates to 
the Annual Meeting of the A.A.L., and Mr. White gave a provisional invitation 
to the members to hold their next meeting at the new library at Eastleigh. 


LIBRARY BOOK 

As Mo HALDAN SUPPLY CO. 
Public Libraries and County Libraries Supplied 
Promptly with New Books and Remainders 


4 CARLTON STREET, LOWER REGENT STREET, LONDON 
Telephone and Telegraphic Address: WHITEHALL 63365 LONDON 

















Appointment Vacant. 
Cpe opening in Glasgow for energetic young man with full 
knowledge all branches book production, also knowledge 
| manufacturing preferable. Write, giving full experience, Dept. M., 
Wm. Collins, Sons & Co., Ltd., 144 Cathedral Street, Glasgow. 
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BRIDGE LIBRARY 
SERVICE THIS SPACE 
FOR 
For New and Second- SALE 
hand Books, Replace- 
ments, and Remainders 
E. G. H. CARTER 
is Always at your Service| ,.4,, 
46 WATERLOO RD., LONDON THE HON. EDITOR 
$8.1. ennes pee KENSAL RISE LIBRARY 
eee LONDON, N.W.I0 

















G. BLUNT & SONS, LTD. 





For the latest developments in 
LIBRARY REBINDING 
by the “Ideal” Guarded Every Leaf Process 

THE FACSIMILE PUBLISHERS’ BINDING 
which is now so famous—over 1,600 bindings in stock—at 1/11 per volume, Cr. 8vo. 

Lists of these bindings are issued and sent to all Libraries 
Our book department also issues lists rd books bound in this and other attractive styles 

at 


momy prices 
Visits from Public Librarians and Assistants welcomed to our works and showrooms 


NORTH ACTON ROAD, HARLESDEN, LONDON, N.W.10 
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